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Theoretical Frameworks 

• Field of Cultural Production 

• Community of Interpreters 

• Reading Research 

• Print Culture 
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Research Questions 

• R1 – How do the challengers construct the library as an 

institution within the field of cultural production? 

• R2 – How are these constructions informed by the 

challengers understanding of the practice of reading? 
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Methodology 
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Analysis: Protect Children 

  While it is true that no one is 
forced to read a book just because it is 
available, it is also true that there is 
no way for a parent to properly 
supervise a child when the child is 
with friends or visiting the library 
alone after school.  While it is tough 
to be a good kid these days, it is even 
harder to be a good parent. 

  I don't believe we would infringe 
on our children's First Amendment 
Rights by restricting access to books 
whose content may be objectionable, 
in the opinion of the parent. The parent 
determines this, not the child, and not 
the child's friends. Parents rely on the 
judgment of library staff. When 
these issues arise, we need to resolve 
them quickly and, more importantly, 
quietly. (K.S., WBDN, 6/5/09).  

  It’s about protecting the 
innocent children who go to 
libraries.  Yes, it’s true that parents 
should be involved as to what their 
children are reading and be concerned 
about the content of what’s being fed 
to their developing minds.   

  What about those innocent 
children who are 11 or 12, who don’t 
have parents involved in their lives 
because they are overwhelmed by 
being a single parent, two parents 
working several jobs or those who 
have parents or caretakers who just 
cannot be there because of physical 
illness, mental illness or death, etc. 
and choose the library as a safe 
place to go? (J.G., WBND, 7/22/09).  
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Analysis: Moving and Labeling Books 

  Has common sense been 
banned from the community along 
with morality and God’s word? 
The Citizens for Safe Libraries 
had simply asked that certain 
books be moved out of the 
youth section of the library.  
They’re not trying to “push their 
will don’t the throats of everyone 
else,” they’re simply trying to 
protect children. Where is the 
censorship in moving books?  If 
you want your kids to read the 
kind of garbage that’s in those 
books, you can still go and check 
them out and let your kids read 
them, or for that matter, they can 
still check them out themselves. 
(B.W., WBDN, 5/13/09). 

  Let’s at least give the 
parents and kids the resources 
needed to make parental 
decisions and wise choices 
instead of slipping in some porn 
when no one is looking.  A fair 
warning to what they will find 
within the library materials by 
labeling them as containing 
adult material, putting them 
upstairs where kids won’t see 
them while browsing the YA 
section and an Internet porn filter 
are common sense protections for 
minors, not attacks on free 
speech.  These types of 
protections are done in other 
libraries (D.A.H., WBDN, 4/30/09). 
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Analysis: Stumbling in the Library 

  As far as I know, the whole 
library is still accessible to 
everybody regardless of age. 
Concerned parents simply wanted 
the books moved out of an area 
where children might stumble 
across them.  To me, it seems 
that’s just good parenting—not 
Nazi book burning! (B.W., WBDN, 
5/13/09) 

  Alderman Vrana should not 
have to be subject to an ethics 
hearing. If you haven't informed 
yourself on the library issue and 
the contents of the books, go 
online and take a look at the 
books. Do you also know why 
you've never read anything from 
the books, in the paper or other 
media? It's because if they print 
anything from the books, they'll 
lose their license. Do you really 
think it's OK to let some 10- or 12-
year-old kid stumble over the 
books in the YA section? I don't! 
Just move the books to the adult 
section. (LB, WBDN, 6/4/09). 
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Discussion  

• A Collision of Fields 

• Religious Reading 
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Questions? 
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